Polychlorinated biphenyls: penetration into the deep ocean by zooplankton fecal pellet transport.
High concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's) were found in fecal pellets from natural populations of euphausiids collected in the Ligurian Sea. Since biogenic particulate products, especially fecal pellets, are known to sink rapidly and intact to the ocean bottom, the transport of PCB's by such sinking particles could be an important mechanism which contributes to the penetration of PCB's into the deep sea.